
June 29, 2009: Rodriguez Congratulates Francisco Valentin on USDA State Director appointment

  

  Washington, DC – U.S. Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) congratulated Mr. Francisco
Valentin, Jr. of Temple Monday on his appointment as Texas State Director for the United
States Department of Agriculture Rural Development Program.   

      

   “Although Texas is home to many of the nation’s largest cities, our rural communities are very
much the backbone of our state. Mr. Valentin’s strong leadership will further the goal of
economic opportunity and an improved quality of life for all rural Americans,” Congressman
Rodriguez said.   

      

  Francisco “Paco” Valentin has worked with the USDA Farmers Home Administration for more
than 28 years in a variety of positions, including county supervisor, rural development manager
and Texas director of the Rural Utilities Service and Community Facilities Program. As an ad
hoc member of the Equal Employment Opportunity Committee and Hispanic Employment
Manager for the state, he was instrumental in recruiting, retaining and advancing women,
Hispanic and other minorities within USDA Rural Development.   

   “I’m happy and humbled to serve the state of Texas under President Obama and I appreciate
Congressman Rodriguez’s support of my appointment,” Mr. Valentin said. “I want to do
everything I can to promote rural development programs in the 23 rd Congressional District
and the border region and enhance the quality of life for all Texans.”
 
  

  Valentin said many rural communities find their young people moving to bigger cities for
educational and work opportunities. By improving those opportunities at home, many of them
will stay on and become productive members of their own community.   

      

  In a recommendation letter to President Obama, Congressman Rodriguez said that Mr.
Valentin’s experience, passion and vision would serve the USDA and the Obama Administration
well in the years ahead.   

      

  “I am pleased that he will get the chance to demonstrate those fine qualities in the service of
our nation’s agricultural heritage,” Rodriguez said.   
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